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World War I History

Japanese Nonograpns

The povernment ol Japan, unlike
that of its German ally in World War
11, survived ies deteat,  Less than six
weeks atter Japan’s formal surrender
on the U.S.8. Missouwri in Tokyo Bay,
that government was ordered, on 12
October 1945, 1o establish “‘a burean
for investigations concerned with the
compilation of sufficient data to
obrainr a complete historical war vee-
ord.”  This was the seed ol a histori-
cal program that eventually produced
184 Japancse monographs, a study on
Japanese night cowmbat, 13 Japancse
studies on Manchuna, and a numnber
of other studies.  All of these sources
were intended 1o be used in the prepa-
ration of the LS. Army's official
history of World War 11,

The ofticial records of the Japancse
Army and Navy had been largely
destroyed, eicher by the ULS, Army Air
Foree's incendiary bombing raids on
Tokyo or deliberately by the Japanese
themselves at the end of the
wir.  Since few supporting  docu-
ments were available for the U.S.
Army ta use in writing and compiling
its own history ol the war, thercfore,
the demobilization burcaus ol the Fap-
anese Demohilization Ministry sum-
moted former officers {mainly those
who had participated in the various
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theaters or who had served on statts
or in specilic activities) to scrve s
“authors”’ in this program. These
officers had to rely upon personal
recoltlections, diarics (hat had been
kept, and the few available fragmen-
tary records.

IMPORTANT

The initial drafts of the monographs
produced were sald to be “generally
spotly in coverage and frequently inac-
curate as to dates and serengths,”” Con-
sequently, etfforts were soon begun o
revise and complete thent, “The late
i.ouis Morton, who wrote several
volumes on the war in the Pacific for
the official U.S. Army historical series,
believed that “though the series con-
tains large gaps and the individual
studies vary in guality, it consiituies
the most important Japanese source an
Tapanese operations in the Pacific and
Asia in World War [1."

The averall project was originally
called the Foreign Histories Program
ol the Foreipn Histories Division,
Oftice of the Assistant Chicf of Staft,
(;-2/3, Headquarters U5, Army
Japan.
ol Military History became interesied
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When the Office of the Chiel

and Studies

in this program in 1950, the Tapanese
Resecarch  Division was  organized
within the Historical Division, Depart-
ment of the Ary. The program was
extended in 1956 and continued untit
its termination on 13 April 1960,

The Japanese monographs cover
primarily operational topics, although
several of them deal with the politieal
buckpround and considerations of the
war, administration and logistics,
naval operations, and the defense of
the homeland.

The Manchurian studies are highly
detailed  and  worth  studying
today. Two of them are particularly
uselul- —*‘Strategic Study of  Man-
churia’s Military Topography and
CGieography’ and ‘A Study of Strateg-
ical and Tactical Peculiarities of Far
Fastern Russia and the Soviet Far
liastern Forees.”'

The other studies that were com-
pleted include important geograpliical,
climatic, and tactical information for
operations in many Asian countrics,
including the Philippines, New
CGuinea, Borneco, Burma, ‘Thailand,
and China, as well as Soviet Rus-
sia, Jtis also important to nete that
these additional  studies
addressed subjects outside the years in
which the United Staies was engaged

some  of
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INTRODUCTIDN AND GUIDE (Vol. 1).
.~ Editor’s Introdisction.
‘.. Table of Cnntents to all volumes.

Novembar 1948,

Two other documents.

""The Use of the Atomic Bomb.”

and Plens” (Vol. 4},

THE SOUTHERN AREA {Vols. 6 & 7).

s Geography“ {Vol.: o).
“aAPAN AND THE SOVIET UNION !Vols

J panes ‘War

-History pr zhe ananase Monagraph Program.
- Guide to Japanese Monographs and Japanese Studies on Manchuria.
{nventorins of files from the Japanese Research Division.
Collection of Japanesa records, 1928-1247.
Chronology of the Pacific War {from Japanese paint of viowl, September 1931-

POLITICAL BACKGROUND OF THE WAR (Vol. 2},
Political Strategy Prior to Outhreak of War— five monographs.
Planning of Japanesa invasion Operations Against the Philippines.

COMMAND, ADMINISTRATION, AND SPECIAL OPERATIONS {Vol. 3). ‘
_ Seven items, including “‘Principles of Night Cnmbat {Part 1}, and a statement on

THE NAVAL ARMAMENT PROGRAM AND NAVAL OPERATIONS (Vois. 4 & 5).
.Ten monaographs, including *‘Peari Harbor Operatlons General Outline of Order

“Six monographs, two spécml siudnes “and one ducument {Vol. 81.

Six monographs, including records of opevatmns in the Netherlands, East Indies,
Borneo, French Indo-China, Thailand. and Burma (Val. 6].
- Two monographs, one group interrogation, and one statement {Vol. 7)
'CHINA MANCHURIA, AND KOREA (Vols.:8 & 9).
- Four.monographs ‘and one Manchurian ‘study {Vol. 8).
- One monograph and “Strategm Study of Ma chuna 5 Mnlltary Topngra hv and

10 &' t ‘ll :

.‘ E;Japanese Operatlonal Planrung Agalnst ‘the USSR (Vol 10!

- Intelligance 'Plannmg Agamst the USSﬁ'T\nnv Vol 10
b

,ﬂ'hree _‘inonographs ':hree ddcumerits tw
i 1}\I\IES AND CHINESE CIV
Aha's 1V

IL:WARS {Vols. 13, 4.8

938 Vol 10)

in war with Japan-- topics on the Jap-
anese invasion of China, for example,
as well as studies of the phases ol the
Chinese Civil War after World War 11,
The Japanese monographs, the spe-
cial study on Japanese Army night
combat, and the Japanese studies on
Manchuria are now deposited at the
Army’s Center of Military History in
washington, 1.C. They vary in
length from 3 to 409 pages, with an
average of about 87 papes.
Forty-seven of the most interesting,
and informative studies have been pub-
lished in the 15-volume Wer in Asia
and the Pucific series (Garland Pub-
Lishing Company, MNew  Yaork,
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1980y, Thuese studies have been sup-
pemented by 19 related documents
from the Center of Military History
and include statements Japanese offi-
cials made upon interrogation as well
as transiations of significant Japanese
documents.  (The basic contents of
the published volimes are showst in the
accompanying box.)  This series con-
plements the 24-volume World War {1
German Military Studies scries also
published by Garland  Publishing
Company (sec INFANTRY, March-
April 1988, pages 17-19}),

A number of the studies not
inctuded in the published series are of
patential interest to infantrymen:
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Manchurian Siudies:

o Volume V. Infaotry Opera-
tions. (A study of infantry organiza-
tion, training, tactical principles, and
equipment.)

» Volume Vi Armor Opera-
(A study of the Tormation of
units o Manchuria,
emphasizing  the peeuliar problems
presented by the weather and terrain.)

o Volume VI Supporting Arms
and Services.  (Part 1. Artdlery and
Autinireraft Artillery Operations; Part
2. lingincer,
Operations.)

*» YVolume
Mauchuria.

« Volume [X. Climatic lac-
tors.  (Very important for studying
the etfects of cold weather on military
operations in Manchuria, cmphasizing
the elfects of extremely low tempera-
tures on men, animals, and
machines.  Also important for study-
ing other aspects of the climate such
as sudden variations of temperature,
precipitation, droughts, dust storms,
and the like.)

Japanese Night Combat:

tions.
armaored

Sienal, amd Railway

VI, Logistics in

o Part 2. Appendix: Lxcerpts
from Japanese Training Manuals,
e Part 3. Supplement: Night

Combat Fxamples.  (Uixamples of the
successful employment in night con-
bat operations of Japaucese Army units
af various sizes, taken from the Russo-
Tapanese War, the China Incident, and
World War I1.)

Roth the 15-volume Warin Asic and
the Pacific series and the 24-volume
World War 11 German Military Studies
series contain a wealth of bard-to-{ind
primary-source material. They are
therefore  invaluable to  military
historians, praduate  students, and
professional infanteymen who want to
profit from the mistakes of their
Predecessors,
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